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President’'s
message

n this issue

of Shalom
you will see
an advertise-
ment for a
programmer
to work with
us at the At-
lantic Jewish
Council.
This position
is one that
we  have
looked for-

ward to creating for some time
now. Approximately four years
ago a retreat was held wherein the
direction was set for your council
to hire two professionals, an Ex-
ecutive Director and a fund-raiser.
It has taken this period to establish
the credibility with our partner or-
ganizations to warrant this posi-
tion.

We look forward to being able
to serve our membership

more effectively in the future. We

have oper-
ated with
one profes-
sional for
too long. It
is difficult
for one per-
son to be all
things to all
people. 1t is
our goal to
bring to you
the best pro-

- gramming
and effective service as possible.
We are committed to continuity of
our communities and we thank our
partner the United Israel Appeal
of Canada for its confidence in us
and their help in funding this posi-
tion. Once again this is your
United Israel Appeal dollars
working for you.

I want to take this opportunity to
wish you and your families a
Happy Pesach.

Published by KALEIDO
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COPE PUBLISHING
P.O. Box 56, Dartmouth, N.S. B2Y 3Y2
Phone (902) 459-2920 Fax (902) 457-4427 .
Mailed as a supplement to
KALEIDOSCOPE - A multicultural newspaper for all times, all peoples,
to a list of members supplied by the Atlantic Jewish Council.
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As we near the Passover season, and
celebrate the deliverance of Jews
from Egypt thousands of years ago, I feel
this year is full of reminders that our
people throughout the world are still in
many instances in need of a modem day
Moses.

In 1995 the Jewish people are still
threatened in a physical sense in Europe
and in Israel and in a spiritual and more
subliminal manner here in North Amer-
ica.

Today, in the former Soviet Union,
there are over a million Jews with exit
visas. Israel in the last six years has
absorbed over 600,000 Olim from cen-
tral and eastern Europe. These Jews have
been delivered to Eretz through the work
of the Jewish agency financed in large part with donations
from world Jewry. Many of us in Atlantic Canada gave gen-
erously to Operation Exodus and still do every year but many
unfortunately do not. The situation is getting worse economi-
cally and politically in the former USSR and we all know the
Jews will be among the first to suffer. Just because the western
media doesn’t consider this fashionable news don’t be lulled
into thinking the situation is stable. It isn’t! Everyday of every
month hundreds of your fellow Jews in Moscow, Krakow,
Tashkent or Siberia are delivered through the efforts of Israel
with your support to the Jewish homeland. We must keep the
exodus alive. This past year marked the deliverance of the
Jewish community from Syria. Did you know that Canadian
Jewry led the way in saving the remnants of that 3000 year old
Jewish community. The task force on Syrian Jewry of CJC has

North American Jewry, the more I meet
and hear from Jews from across Canada
who are involved in Jewish community
service as lay leaders or professionals,
the more I hear the words ‘‘Jewish con-
tinuity’’. How do we put back the Jewish
in Canadian Jewish communities. That
my friends is the biggest problem facing
us here in our country today. Through
education, programming, Israel experi-
ence and our religious leaders we must
begin to stem the tide. The figures are
shocking. Did you know that almost
50% of Jews over 25 years of age are
being lost every year. Totally assimilat-
ing into general society. That 40 % of all
marriages in North America involve one
of the partners being a non-Jew and 85 %
of the chlldren are not being brought up Jewish. My friends,
in many ways our assimilation here in North America has now
become the biggest threat of all the Jewish people.

At your Seders this year as you sit and share the wonderful
legacy that is the story of Passover, say a prayer for our fellow
Jews in physical danger. Let them all be safe ‘‘next year in
Jerusalem’’ and say a prayer forall of us here in North America
that we too can be delivered to a life restored with a fulfilling
sense of our Jewishness and the realization that we can live
our lives here both as good Jews and good citizens. One goes
hand-in-hand, it’s not either-or.

May your Passover be a season of happiness and joy to you
and your family.

for the past ten years lobbied, bribed and ransomed thousands
of your fellow Jews to safety.

Here in North America the Jewish community in a physical Kosher quds Inc.
sense is relatively secure. However, in our efforts to be ac- ® Since 1939
cepted and become just like our fellow Canadians, we may wm
now face our greatest threat yet, ‘ Assimilation’’. Have we too
become slaves to a process that has in less than 100 years MEGUALS
brought the Canadian Jewish Community into the mainstream
of Canadian society? The more I read about the travails of |} ¢ teal (514) 842-9721

Fax (514) 842-9724
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Educational kits teach Judaism

by Joel Jacobson

The launch of a Jewish educational
outreach program will ‘‘enable us,
through understanding, to work towards
the elimination of prejudice and igno-
rance,”’ Marcia Koven told more than
80 New Brunswick educators and gov-
ernment officials February 20.

In a Heritage Day ceremony at
Shaarei Zedek Synagogue in Saint John,
NB, Koven, director of the Jewish His-
torical Society of Saint John, unveiled a
manual and artifacts that will take Jew-
ish traditions into classrooms through-
out the province and the rest of Atlantic
Canada.

The materials, in both English and
French, include workbooks, video and
audio tapes, recipes, activities and a va-
riety of items to show elementary and
junior high school children what Juda-

ism is all about. There are holiday kits
for the major holidays and Shabbat, and
a special kit on Jewish life cycles, de-
scribing Jewish life from birth to grave.

*“The kit is hands-on and has wonder-
ful artifacts, which are so useful instead
of just pointing to pictures in a book,”
said Cathy LeBouthillier, school su-
pervisor for the French district schools
of Saint John. “It is colourful, easy to
read and geared to people who know
little about the Jewish culture.”

Koven said the Historical Society’s
museum is visited by hundreds of Saint
John youngsters every year, ‘‘but what
about the rest of the province? They may
never meet a Jewish person and have
pre-conceived ideas of Jews. With this
program, we can show how beautiful
our religion is and how all religions can
identify with each other.”

She said she wanted a first-class pro-

duction and, with the help of Carl and
Ruth Wolpin, both Saint John-area
public school teachers, the kit and man-
ual were produced. A professional trans-
lator was hired to convert the kit to
French.

The Shabbat kit contains a tablecloth,
two real challahs, varished for preser-
vation, a Kiddush cup, music tapes, vid-
eos, games and activities and recipes.
**A teacher can actually bake challah in
her classroom,” said Koven.

The Chanukah kit contains dreidels,
a menorah, candles and cookie cutters as
well as working materials and
audio/video cassettes. There are also kits
for Passover, Shavuot and the High
Holidays.

The program was funded through the
Saint John Foundation, the Samuel and
Saidye Bronfiman Foundation, Depart-
ment of Secretary of State for Multicul-
turalism and Citizenship, Canada/New
Brunswick Cooperation Agreement on
Cultural Development, the Tammy Fal-
lon Memorial Fund, friends and family
of Mrs. Rose Freedman, and friends and
family of Jen and Lou Michelson.
Koven said the support from New
Brunswick’s Department of Education
was outstanding.

Kits will be lent to schools on a two-
week basis, said Koven, sent out and
returned at the Museum’s expense ‘‘un-
til the money runs out.”” But she hopes
the response to the program will gener-
ate more funding and creation of addi-
tional kits.

Koven said Carl Wolpin would be
pleased to lead communities in work-
shops on using the Kit.

“It would even be great for Hebrew
schools to use as a leaming tool,” she
said.

Ann Baker, education coordinator
for New Brunswick museums, said no
one would be intimidated by the mate-
rial. “It is well done, the writing clear
and concise. When we had the Coat of
Many Colours display at the Saint John
Museum, not being Jewish, I had to do
a lot of homework to understand what it
was all about. If T had had something like
these kits, it would have been much eas-
ier for me.”
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IViazel Tov to the fine
young men of Givati

by Naomi Honey

anuary 31, I had the privilege of at-

tending the Beret Ceremony of Gi-
vati, the elite infantry unit of the IDF.
The ceremony was very moving, as after
a 72km hike (overnight), at least 300
very young men were awarded their well
earned Purple Berets.

One of eight soldiers of this division,
who were distinguished as the most ex-
cellent soldiers, was our son, Andrew
Honey. He has been recognized on four
separate occasions throughout basic
training as the most excellent soldier in
his unit.

As we are all aware, the young men
and women of the IDF have a most
difficult task to perform. Heartfelt
thanks to those who contribute to the
Association for the well-being of Is-
rael’s Soldiers. I have seen for myself
the projects this organization has spon-
sored to make life just a little easier for
the soldiers, their widows and children.

azel Tov to the fine young men of
Givatil!

My Caucus colleagues and | are always
interested in hearing from you. Please let us know
of any issues which are of concern to you and to
your community.

You can reach us by calling

1-800-363-1998 or 424-2040, by

faxing 424 -0694; through e-mail -
pecavcus@fox.nsin.ns.ce., or through
the TTY/TTD number - $24-8924.

Terry Donahoe, Q.C.
Leader of the Opposition

% Tatncs £.3. DoaAas
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ZIM NAVIGATION
CELEBRATES
50 YEARS:
Pictured at the
opening of an art
exhibit featuring
the work of Fred
Ross at the Art
Gallery of Nova
Scotia, 1-r:JUDITH
SCHLESINGER,
President of ZIM
Canada; MERV
RUSSELL,
Chairman of
Halifax Port
Corporation; FRED
ROSS, Saint John
Artist.
{Chronicle Herald Photo)
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Gali's Window

by Gali Brock

"All people, in every generation,
must regard themselves as having been
personally freed from Egypt" - this is
one of the most important messages that
Pesach conveys. Well, I could give a
traditional interpretation to this state-
ment, however I would like to present
my own personal one. As I mentioned in
the past, coming to Halifax has taught
me a lot about being Jewish and leading
Jewish life. My experience in the small
Jewish communities of the Atlantic re-
gion has exposed me to an interesting
variety of people and ideas. The fasci-
nating thing is to look at different gen-
erations and their perception of Jewish
values which is, as expected, different
from generation to generation. The im-
plication of regarding ourselves in every
generation as having been personally
freed from Egypt is the strongest when
it comes to being parents. Naturally,
when we are young and restless we may
notrealize this implication, yetitis when
we have our own children that we have
a broader and more thorough look at
Jewish values. In what terms could par-
ents regard themselves as free Jews?
How can parents explain the concept of

DYMNP PRI IV ININP

being freed year after year for 4,000
years? Each parent would probably find
his and her own answers; yet there is one
answer that would be acceptable on each
one of them. That is participating, being
active, being involved, coming to pro-
grams. You will all agree that if we want
our children to grow up caring about
their being Jewish we have to give them
as much support and encouragement as
possible. This is a call to all the parents,
emphasize to your children the impor-
tance of being involved and participat-
ing, encourage them to come to pro-
grams and give a hand, not to take for
granted them being Jewish. Not taking
for granted our being Jewish - that is the
way to remember every year that we
were once slaves and had been freed.
We have three months before the
summer bird fly away, namely the kids
going to summer camps or families go-
ing out on vacation. There are some
programs scheduled for the spring and I
hope to see everyone participating - es-
pecially in the Lag Ba’omer picnic as the
closing program for Young Judaea. I
also have Hebrew classes for advanced
every Tuesday nights, the classes are
open for everyone to join or at least try!

CANADIAN JEWISH CONGRESS

=
¢

A few words about programs in the
last few months, the Purim camival was
a great success. It was great to see so
many young children, some dressed up
for Purim, running from one station to
the other and playing. It was even better
to see that most of the stations were run
by teenagers who enjoyed their being
considered adults for a few hours.
Monthly Young Judaea programs
brought together the children to social-
ize and get some Jewish content. More
involvement of Madrichim in the future
will enhance the programs to a great
extent. In the past two months I visited
some non-Jewish schools where I spoke
about the Jewish culture and Pesach.
The students are always excited and ask-
ing stimulating questions which start
discussions about Jewish customs and
Jewish values.

This is my word for this issue. I
would like to wish everybody a happy
Pesach and wonderful spring time (with
warmer weather hopefully...). Don’t
drink too much wine in the four cups,
enjoy your Matza, have a great Seder
and as we all say "Next year in Jerusa-
lem"!

_"Tpn T’ oanpn
CONGRES JUIF CANADIEN

L0 Beyond History: Building for a Sironger Future
Au dela de I'histoire: Batir pour unmeilleur avenir

2 4E“ME

PLENARY ASSEMBLY
ASSEMBLEE PLENIERE

HOTEL BONAVENTURE HILTON
MONTREAL, QUEBEC
MAY 14-15 MAI 1995
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“Tildeun” in Inverness

by Rick MacDonald, Glace Bay, NS

ince the birth of anti-Semitism in the nineteenth century

history has been replete with these acts ot such an extent
that we are rarely made aware of occasions when the opposite
has been the case. This writer believes that it is important to
herald such incidents because they help to light the path to
peace and harmony among us |7 m
all.

The village of Inverness
lies on Cape Breton’s west
coast and owes its fortune (or
lack thereof) to its coal depos-
its. During the early part of
this century the village
boasted a population of some
8000 souls with an additional
10,000 rural folks depending
on the villages commercial
outlets for their needs of that
era.

Naturally enough, some of
the immigrants fleeing the
problems of Eastern Europe for this fair isle saw opportunity
in Inveness and an attempt at establishing a Jewish commu-
nity began. Unfortunately, Inverness had attracted only three
families when it went into economic decline and all hopes of
attracting enough families to establish a synagogue ended. As
a result of this Mr. Joe Nathanson left Inverness for Glace
Bay when he and his wife raised their family which included
such notables as Nova Scotia Supreme Court Justice Hilroy
and New Waterford’s former Mayor Dr, Dan

For the Feinstein and Levine families the freedom to pull
up stakes was not an option. Investments had been made in
various ventures and the commensurate obligations required
fulfillment. So they stayed to raise their children and perform
their mitzvot far removed from the rest of Atlantic Jewry.

By the time of the outbreak of the second world war these
children were now young men and women, and those who
could, like many of their peers in the village, went to war.
Included in those who died in battle from Inverness were Lit.
Jack Levine of the British army, Pte Nathan Feinstein with
the Canadian army and Sgt. Sam Feinstein, a tail gunner with
the R.C.A.F. With them died any hope that a minyan could
ever be formed in Inverness.

At the conclusion of the war the nation’s communities
undertook the task of erecting suitable monuments to the fallen
heroes. In addition to the efforts of federal, provincial and
municipal governments, churches and synagogues throughout
the land set about the job of finding ways to do the same for
embers of their respective congregations who had not re-
turned.

In the case of St. Matthews United Church in Inverness it
was decided that they would install stained glass windows with
the names and dates of its members who had perished for the
cause of freedom imbedded in biblical scenes.

An effort of this nature taking place in a large city would
likely go pretty much unnoticed by the community at large. In
a village the size of Inverness however this was not the case.
In fact the new windows were the subject of much conversa-
tion throughout the village and, as might be expected, soon
came to the attention of the Levine and Feinstein families.

As long-time merchants
within the community both
families were on a first name
basis with the majority of the
village residents and conse-
quently the members of St.
Matthew’s United Congre-
gation, combined with fi-
nancial ability and the lack
of their own place of wor-
ship prompted them to ap-
proach the church leader-
ship requesting that they be
permitted to participate by
supplying a window in
memory of their dead sons.

The church membership approved their request, a design
was agreed on, and the window was soon installed.

The legacy for the congregation at St. Matthew’s is that for
almost a half century the image of Magen Davied has shone
down upon them as they’ve gathered to worship. For the
Levine and Feinstein families it was the knowledge that these
young men would not be forgotten by the community they
could never return to . For Atlantic and world Jewry it is the
fact that here is a place where non-Jewish children were raised
to adulthood, and continue too be so raised, with warm feelings
towards this universal Jewish symbol on their minds and in
their hearts.

This writer likes to speculate that perhaps it is possible to
see in all of this, traces of the ‘‘sparks’’ spoken of in Lurianic
Kabbalism, (R. Issic Luria 1534-1572) and to further imagine
the degree of ‘‘ecstasy’” The Besht would achieve as he
contemplated the reality of this ongoing stream of such sparks
being reintegrated into the divine source because of this one
deed (R. Israel Ba’al Shem Tov 1700-1760).

Or perhaps there is nothing more here than a simple act of
ecumenism by men of good will. In the opinion of Art Levine,
the last surviving Jew in Inverness, ‘‘There is nothing extraor-
dinary here.”

He may be right. If might also be, however, that what is
ordinary in Inverness is far from ordinary in too many other
communities and just possibly the people of Inverness have a
standard of ordinariness that the rest of us would be well
advised to emulate.

Unfortunately during the 70’s energy conscious, the win-
dows of this church were sheathed over to prevent heat loss
and are now lighted electrically making them no longer visible
from the exterior of the building. Viewing can generally be
arranged by contacting St. Matthew united church and arrang-
ing an appointment.

JPRING 1995
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A Passover Experience: "Generation to
Generation"

by Rabbi Pamela Hoffman

ne of the wisest, most fascinating men that I have ever

met is Rabbi Abraham Twersky - Chasidic Torah
scholar, psychiatrist, and medical director of the Gateway
Rehabilitation Center for Chemical Dependency in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania. A descendant of several renowned Chasidic
dynasties as well as an accomplished practitioner in his field,
Rabbi Twersky is able to glean deep psychological insight
from the rhythms of Jewish life better than anyone I know. In
one of the chapters in this book Generation to Generation,
Rabbi Twersky describes the accelerated flurry of activities
that took place in his home in the days leading up to Passover.
I include it here, not only for your reading enjoyment, but
because it provides a beautiful reflection by a sophisticated
professional in his later years of an experience that is accessi-
ble to us all.

"On the moming before Passover, we ate in the cellar, since
all of the rooms in the house had been sanitized for Passover.
Danish pastries never tasted as delicious on any occasion as
they did in the cellar on that day.

I was fortunate in having a special treat, because on the day
before Passover, we baked our own matzah for the Seder.
Nothing in the world is as exciting as baking matzah.

The evening before the Seder night, we would drive out to
the country where there was a fresh-water spring to fetch water
for baking the matzah. Father would take out his pocket watch,
and we would wait until precisely the moment of sunset to
begin filling the glass jugs, because that is when the water is
at its coolest, as it must be to avoid the flour being soured by
warm water. Did you ever taste delicious water? Try the spring
water on the evening before the Seder. (It helps, incidentally,
if you are six or seven years old.)

After we brought the jugs into the house, the men would
form a circle and dance to the tune of ‘“‘And you shall fetch
water with joy from the wells of salvation’’ (Isaiah 12:5), while
balancing the water jugs on their shoulders. The actual baking
of the matzah did not begin until noontime the following day,
corresponding to the time of the Paschal lamb ritual in the days
of yore. Since I was not yet Bar Mitzvah, I was not yet
permitted to participate in the actual baking of the matzah, but
there were plenty of things for me to do. I cleaned the rolling

To the Jewsih Communities in Atlantic Canada
A sincere wish fora
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pins with sandpaper and delivered fresh sheets of butcher
paper to the men who were rolling the matzah dough...Every-
thing had to be done with haste and precision, lest anyone
cause a momentary hesitancy in preparation of the dough...

A voice would ring out, ‘‘A matzah for the oven!’’ as one
of the men would near completion of his matzah dough. “A
matzah for the oven!”’ I would repeat, running to tell Reb Saul
to prepare the long pole wherewith he would transfer the
matzah into the oven.

After the baking was completed, the men joined hands and
danced in a circle. There was true joy. We had just completed
preparation for the once-a-year mitzvah of matzah. “Next year
in Jerusalem!”’ went the refrain.

We returned home with boxes of freshly-baked matzah, to
the once-a-year menu of fluffy potato dumplings and borscht.
I have never tried to repeat this menu during the year. It
couldn’t possibly taste the same.

The long day was exhausting, but a six or seven year old
seems to have infinite reserves of enmergy. Yet, sometime
during the Seder, particularly after a few sips of wine, I would
get drowsy, and sit with father on the big couch, which mother
had draped with a golden bedspread and padded with huge
pillows. I would rest my head on father’s lap, and the tunes of
the Haggadah were my lullaby. I would drift off into a sweet
sleep, which could have been experienced only one other time
in the history of the universe, that of Adam in Paradise.

My children are now grown and have children of their own,
On Passover, my grandchildren enjoy the Passover excitement
as ] once did. My reserves of energy are far less than they were
in those days. I now sit on the draped couch, and my grand-
children put their heads on my lap, and enjoy the sweet sleep.

Iidentify with my grandchildren. I know what they feel and
how they feel. It is much more that a vicarious gratification,
for I am once again the child, falling asleep on father’s lap as
Passover allows me to be a child once again, in spite of the
grey hairs in my beard.

No one knows what awaits them later in life, but whatever
and wherever, I will always have Passover with me."

Rabbi Twersky reminds us of one of the great truths of life.
The Passover Seder reminds us that we are much more than
our age, our stature, our professional achievements, our fail-
ings, the grey in our hair, the lines on our face. On Passover
we are--at one and the same time--both very young and very
old. Once might even say that each one of us contains within
ourselves each of the four children of the Passover Haggadah:
the wise, the wicked, the simple and the one who does not
know how to ask. And yet, somehow paradoxically, each time
we chant together the words of the Haggadah we become the
ancient chorus of the generations - whether we live in Milwau-
kee (as Rabbi Twersky did as a child), in Manhattan or in the
Maritimes! May this Pesach be your sweetest!

Rabbi Hoffman is the spiritual leader of Shaar-Shalom
Synagogue in Halifax.
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From the Rabbi to the Editor

by Rabbi David Ellis, Moncton

n the Chanukah edition of Shalom

magazine, there was a report on the
change of practice at the synagogues in
both Saint John, NB and St. John’s, NF,
of now calling women as well as men for
aliyot to the Torah. It may well appear
that such is becoming the ‘‘thing to do”
and a recommended procedure for other
synagogues in our region. Indeed, last
year at the CJC’s Small Communities
Conference, the majority of the program
was presented by those advocating such
innovation. In those communities in the
Maritimes which have not given up the
traditional practice, they are under pres-
sure to do so, both from minority within
and from those outside who would like
to see others fall in line.

There are many arguments on both
sides of the matter with which everyone
is familiar. Some advance the case of
equality; others defend tradition. In the
dwindling communities of our region,
the argument of numbers is likely to be
the most persuasive, as those communi-
ties outside of Halifax already struggle
to find a minyan and face increasingly
bleak prospects of obtaining one in fu-
ture years.

Whatever concerns one would have
for changing practice, those in the tradi-
tional community would make one ob-
servation. Whenevera community aban-
dons traditional synagogue practice in
favor of egalitarianism, it is departing
from what is from the most vital segment
of world Jewry today and the one which
will be exercising the predominating in-
fluence within the coming generation.
Contrary to what it may appear in North
America, departure from traditional ob-
servance is not the nomm else where. In
Europe, Latin America, South Africa
and Australia, the traditional synagogue
is the rule, with non-traditional groups
being a small minority.

Most importantly, Jewish traditional
life will be the norm in Eretz Yisrael
within the next few years. Although
there has been a largely secular society
in Israel for most of this century, those

who came there in earlier years were
motivated by the opportunity to observe
Jewish tradition from its sources in the
land. While acknowledging the contri-
butions of secularism in building the
land of Israel (most of the founders of
the state came from traditional upbring-
ings, however much they may have re-
volted against them) it is becoming ap-
parent that the main reason for remain-
ing in or coming to Israel in the future
will also come from an understanding of
our traditional heritage and desire to see
it practiced unfettered. Alternative
movements have never caught on in Is-
rael, despite some belated efforts. Hence
if one of our Maritime communities
wishes to remain in touch with the crea-
tive thrust of Jewish life in Eretz Yisrael,
it would be advised to adhere to and
become better informed about its own
traditional practice, not to abandon it.

Even within the American and Cana-
dian communities, the case is not clear
for the new egalitarian practice, as I in-
dicated last year in these pages in a re-
sponse to the CJC conference. For now,
it should be noted that where Jewish
observance and tradition are lacking or
abandoned that assimilation and the
plethora of associated problems are dev-
astating the Jewish community. Tradi-
tional Jews are the only segment of the
Jewish community showing a numerical
increase in recent years.

But these arguments are largely lo-
gistical. What about the issue itself, of
men and women both being called up to
the Torah. Within the traditional com-
munity, men and women are given dif-
ferent roles responding to different
needs. Man, as our siddur amusingly
puts it, has not been made a woman; the
regimen of commandments and obliga-
tions has been made to control wayward
inclinations. Women, on the other hand,
are created kirtzono, according to G-d’s
will as they are. Men take on the public
affairs, while women see to interiority
and the private world.

Are these views out-dated and politi-
cally incorrect? Yes, perhaps, in the
modern Western world which knows

only of public arena, the headline
phrase, and the overt use of power as the
decisive factors. But we in the tradi-
tional community have never idolized
Western culture. To the contrary, a gen-
eral consensus of opinion is.beginning
to understand the faults of our society
which Jews, with access to generations
of historical ups-and-downs, have
known for years.

What is decisive for us in the tradi-
tional community is the issue of Jewish
continuity., When Judaism being prac-
ticed in the coming generation, when
outstanding Jewish personalities are be-
ing created, when a Jewish home is
founded as a fond place for individual
destinies to begin, be nurtured and retum
to; it is almost always a Jewish woman
and not a man who is responsible. Main-
taining different but complementary and
equally vibrant roles for the sexes is the
traditional prescription for Jewish conti-
nuity.

The Maritime communities have
had, compared to other regions, a very
good record over the years for maintain-
ing the traditional synagogue and
thereby being within the accepted tradi-
tion in Jewish communities throughout
the world. Many times they have failed
to meet up to the challenges implied in
this tradition. Our Atlantic synagogues
have largely been remnants of the Sher [
type, not making the readjustments re-
quired to make tradition viable in North
America and ultimately in Eretz Yisrael.
But the goal has always beena good one;
we just need more work at it.

So in Moncton, Fredericton and
Glace Bay, we will struggle through
things and sometimes may not geta min-
yan at our traditional synagogues during
this winter. Unless demographics
change, we soon may be looking around
the rest of the year as well! Even if we
eventually lose, we will still know we
fought the right battle, as we see those
elsewhere, especially in Eretz Yisrael,
carry on the traditions we have also pre-
served.

Rabbi Ellis is the spiritual leader of
Congregation Tiferes Israel, Moncton.
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The Jewish view of freedom

by Rabbi Shlomo Grafstein

The Passover Holy Days are also entitled ‘“The Holiday of
Freedom” Historically what took place 3307 years ago
was ‘‘The ALMIGHTY took our ancestors out from the life
threatening slavery of Egypt.”” For this goodness, a Jew ver-
bally acknowledges G-d's kindness everyday of the year, and
also rejoices with thanks and elaborates the story of the Exodus
on the Seder night(s).

However, this physical freedom is limited without the
Jewish spirit of freedom. How is this achieved? The AL-
MIGHTY’S request which Moshe Rabbenu relayed to Phar-
aoh was, “‘send out my people so that they may serve me’’.

The physical departure of the Israelites from Egypt without
the acceptance of the Torah from G-d at Mount Sinai 49 days
later would have resulted in a return to Egypt’s corrupt life
style. There would not have been a viable Jewish people. Our
divine oral tradition teaches that, *‘there is no truly free Jewish
person except if one is engaged in Torah study.”

The richness of Jewish life opens up with Torah knowl-
edge. A Jew with the Torah is like a fish in water....alive.

Aside from classes in Judaism and individual Torah study,
I have available the following booklets and articles which will
be sent to you free upon your request:

The Friday Night Experience (booklet)

Love and the Commandments (booklet)

A Biblical Taste of Tolerance

The Oral Torah

The Bible in Translation

A Section of Judaism Bible (a new translation and expla-
nation)

I wish you all a very joyous Pesach.

Rabbi Shlomo Grafstein

Beth Israel Synagogue

1480 Oxford Street, Halifax, NS, B3H3Y8

Rabbi Grafstein is the spiritual leader of Beth Israel Syna-
gogue in Halifax.

Up-to-date new of our Jewish war vets

by Gar Meltzer

January 8, 1995, Saint John Jewish
War Veterans attended a tri-military
service at the cathedral, at which 800
people attended. Commander Meltzer
was asked to read a prayer from the old
testament.

p c/igioud Occaaiond

May 3-17

Canadian Jewish War Veterans,
Toronto Headquarters, is planning a trip
to Israel commemorating the 50th Anni-
versary of the Defeat of the Nazi Forces
in Europe. Should be a great get to-
gether. Come join the trip.

For ol

ISRAEL, U.S.A, ITALY, FRANCE, SPAIN

Stock Available ¢ Price List Upon Reques!
All products Kosher for Passover

Products from

by the Bottle or Case

P.O. Box 84
Monclon, N.B.
E1C BR9

(506) 855-0088
H. David Attis

Licensed Sacramental
Wine Merchant

May 6

I invite all the Jewish veterans to
attend services in their Synagogue with
their families and friends to commemo-
rate the 50th Anniversary of the defeat
of the Nazi forces in Europe and the end
of the war, and to thank G-d we won the
war and we and our children can walk
and talk freely in a free world. Your
rabbi will be glad to greet you and lead
you in prayers. Please make it a point to
attend.

Nov 13

Toronto Post CJWYV is sponsoring a
fund raising dinner, expecting 700 peo-
ple. All Canadian members and their
friends are invited to come. Black tie,
$125 a ticket. In the past, this event has
been well attended by many dignitaries.

Wherever - whenever a helping hand
is needs our Jewish War Veterans are
there to help. Try us!

We watch for anti-Semitism. You
say you don’t see it-we do-and keep on
top of it. Don’t disregard it-tell us.

We need associated members male
and female to come join an active or-
ganization.

We fight anti-Semitism.
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A message from the Regional Director Chabad
Lubavitch of the Maritimes

by Rabbi Mendel Feldman

mongst the more prominent features of Passover is the

emphasis on family participation. This can be traced back
to the first Passover which the Jews observed while still in
Egypt with the Divine imperative, ‘‘Take a lamb - the Pascal
sacrifice - unto each household"’. Thus, the thousands of years
the Passover festival, especially, the Seder celebration, is
synonymous with family feast.

At first glance these observances seem merely social and
of little religious significance, ritual observances are usually
reserved for collective Synagogue worship. Furthermore,
when the Jewish people were liberated from Egyptian bond-
age they became a nation. Why were we commanded to
celebrate the birth of nationalism with a sumptuous family
feast? It would seem more appropriate to study and rededicate
ourselves to the basic tenants of faith.

Permit me to suggest that the intent is to bring to our
attention that continuity can only be sustained through strong
family ties. The development of a healthy attitude, character
and positive traits are a result of nurturing mutual respect and
open dialogue. Regrettably many of today’s social ills can be
attributed to a break down of the family unit, resulting from a
lack of communication. Absentee parents are usually heard to
justify their absence by spending ‘‘quality time’’ with their
children. The Passover Seder brings to our attention that any
time spent together with our spouse and children is of merit
and helps forge healthy relationships. Unfortunately in today’s
society with such diverse personal interests in pursuit of
personal pleasure, families seldom enjoy dinner together. Our
thirst to be kept abreast of current events, sports, etc. has us
gazing at CNN even while we grab a bite around the kitchen
table.

' ADVERTISE in
SHALOM?

Atlantic Jewish Community
Members are being offered a
20% off of regular rates.

For more information, or to have
your business message displayed in the pages

of our own newsletter, please contact the
publishers at

(902) 459-2920
Fax 457-4427

The central theme of the ‘“‘Seder”’ is to underscore the need
and merit of communicating with our children. In fact the
Bible repeats this injunction four times corresponding to four
distinct personalities, the wise, the wicked, the simpleton and
the indifferent, clearly alluding to our responsibility as parents
to relate to each and every child in accordance to his or her
needs.

bserving Passover is a reminder that the secret of survival
and continuity is a result of wholesome family life. It’s a
simple Mitzvah which lasts a life time and beyond.

How To Leave HOME

WiITH YOUR PARENTS' BLESSING.

1-800-567-ISRAEL

Hike up Masada by torchlight. Float in the Dead Sea.
Visit the Western Wall. Help out on a Kibbutz.

Grab a bargain in the old market.
This definitely is not the burbs.

i

Teen israel Hotline 1-800-567-4772 is sponsored by the Canadian Alliance for
the Israel Experience in association with the Israel Government Tourist Office

ot}
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Atlantic Je S presence

important at

C National

Plenary

by Larry Freeman

Every three years more than 1,000 Jews from across the
country gather in Montreal or Toronto for the National Plenary
Assembly of Canadian Jewish Congress. Having attended the
last events as a delegate representing the Atlantic Jewish
Council I can unequivocally vouch for the importance of being
there.

With this in mind, we are urging as many members of
Atlantic Jewry to be at Montreal’s Bonaventure Hilton Hotel
May 14 and 15 when the agenda of Canadian Jewish Congress
- the major spokesperson for Jews across the country - is set.
There will be two days of thought provoking sessions with
high profile keynote speakers and delegates will have an
opportunity to not only vote on resolutions, but in elections for
top officers as well.

Arthur Saffron, Ivan Levine, Myra Freeman, David
and Margie Attis, Joe Naylor, Lee Cohen, Jon Goldberg,
Mark Rosen, Messod and Claire Salama, Sheva Medjuck,
Larry Riteman, Irwin Lampert...these are some of the At-
lantic Jews who have been part of previous AJC Plenary
delegations, but it is important we increase this list multifold.
Our own Mark Rosen will be speaking on a Jewish continuity
panel, as will Messod Salama. Sheva Medjuck is a candidate
for associate chair of the National Executive. I have the

privilege of heading the Plenary credentials committee.

The Plenary represents perhaps our best opportunity to
really carry the banner of Atlantic Jewry. It is an event like no
other, a chance to converse with other Jews from across the
country and most importantly the time for us to let our voices
be heard.

We may only be some 2,500 Jews in Atlantic Canada, but
we are very much part of a vibrant Canadian Jewish commu-
nity of 350,000.

The Canadian Jewish Congress has paid us the ultimate
tribute during the mandate of President Irving Abella by
holding a national conference in Halifax in November 1993
and staging meetings of its national officers and community
relations committees concurrently with our convention here
last fall. We must show them we truly want to be part of the
decision-making process.

The Monday moming resolutions session will effectively
move Congress policy in new directions or seek to change
long-standing positions. During the fall and early winter
months CJC asked regional representatives and members of
national standing committees to initiate discussions to formu-
late resolutions they wanted to bring forward. We were very
much part of that process. Now it is time to follow through.

We can register you through the AJC so please call us at
(902) 422-7491.

CJC National Plenary in Montreal
to Attract Jews from across the country

By Mike Cohen,
National Director of Communications

Registration is underway for the 24th National Plenary

concerns as well as determine appropriate directions for the
Canadian Jewish community. Television star Shirley Solo-
mon, Hana Gartner of CBC’s Fifth Estate, World Jewish

Congress President Edgar Bronfman, Ameri-

Assembly of Canadian Jewish Congress. More
than 1,000 delegates and observers from
across the country will convene May 14 and 15
at Montreal’s Bonaventure Hilton Hotel for the
prestigious triennial event, highlighted by the
election of officers, voting on resolutions and
prominent keynote speakers.

Beyond History: Building for a Stronger
Future is the theme for this Plenary chaired by
Goldie Hershon. Registration fees have been
set at $125.35 for delegates and observers and
$68.37 for young adults (25 and under) and
senior citizens (65 and over). A special full-
time student rate of $28.49 has been estab-
lished. These prices include GST. Atlantic Jewish Council
President Larry Freeman and Executive Director Jon Gold-
berg hope to attract a large delegation from the Maritimes.

The Plenary will review and assess ongoing and emerging

can Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC)
Executive Director Neal Sher, Federal Min-
ister Responsible for the Quebec Referendum
Lucienne Robillard, Israel MK and former
Foreign Minister David Levy Israel Deputy
Foreign Minister Yossi Beilin and former Ca-
padian Prime Minister Brian Mulroney’s ex-
Chief of Staff Stanley Hartt are among the
scheduled speakers. Prime Minister Jean
Chretien has been invited to address the Sun-
day luncheon while at that program Andrea
Bronfman will be honored for her role in
coordinating the Coat of Many Colors Exhibit.

For complete registration information please call Jon Gold-
berg at (902) 422-7491. Myra Freeman, Ivan Levine and
Arthur Saffron are among the AJC officials on the Plenary
planning committee.
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Commemorative plagque for Jewish WWIl veterans

by Maurice Jake

Congregation Tiferes Israel in Moncton, NB announced the
establishment of a commemorative plaque to honor all Jewish
veterans of WWII on active service and who were bom in

The following names have been recorded; if a name is not
on the list that fits the above criteria, or if there are any
corrections on the way the name reads, please contact:

Mr. Maurice Jake, P.O. Box 623 STN Moncton C.R.O.
Moncton, NB, E1C 8M7, Tel. (506) 855-0011.

Atlantic Canada. It is anticipated that the unveiling will be November 11,
1995.

Halifax/Dartmouth, NS Fredericton, NB Sgt Nathan Lipkus Dr. Moe Claener

Archie Adelman Sam Gordon Yuddie Long David Conter (KIA)

Maurice Bemstein Mendel Greenblatt Sam Long Henry Conter

E.Berry Sgt A/G Maurice Jake Norman Long Sam Conter .

Joseph Clare Cpl Max Kirsh Capt. Sonny Long Dr. Abe Epstein

Barry Cohen Morris Lang Max Lubetski Dr. Ben Karrel

Morris Glickinan Jack Levine Thomas Marshall (KIA) M. Glaemer

Morton Heinish(K1A) Sam Michelson Col. Jack Marshall Sam Karrel

Dr. Saul Green Joe Rinzler Israel Mendelson Mitzi Medjuck

Dr. Leo Green Joe Rubin Danny Nathanson Moe Medjuck

Marcus Merovilch Hymie Rose Charle Ross Ben Udovin

Isaac Schneiderman Irving Schelew Rueben R‘{k“sm Hyml_e UdOV!“

Maurice Zlatin Louis Swetsky Ike Schneiderman Morris Udovin

Arron Zive Louis Schneiderman Aaron Glustein

Aaron Solomon Campbellton, Newcastle, Lt Irving Seagal

Max Rinzler Ambherst, NS Doddie Siegal Yarmouth & Vicinty

Dr. Barrie Ross David Block Sam s'lbc‘_'t Jake Attis

Dr. Hyman Sable Harry Block Norman Simon Sam Cohen

Louis Schneiderian

Gideon Davidson (KIA)

Cpl Archie Shore

Sheldon Cohen

Bernard Sidler Joseph Forman Hy Zilbert Archie Cohen
Robert Smilestone Capt Lionel Kaufman Cpl Benny Woldman Joe Epstein
Julius Solomon Sam Lipkus Ray Epstein
Myer Zatzinan Sydney N NS Hubert Lynch
Maurice Green Glace Bay, NS David Conter Hubert Margolin
Leonard Kitz Mendel Bernstein Bernard David Capt Laurie Mushkat
Edgar Miller Archie Blackman Frank David Lester Pink
Sid Acker Leo Chernin Ike David Abe Star
Louis Aronson Lt. Sol Chernin Dr. Harold Davidson Danny Star
Harry Block Mendel Chernin Sidney Druker Capt Morton Star
Alfred Chelekower Myre Chemin Lionel Druker Clarence Shapiro
Sam Cohen Jake Chemin Sam Dubinsky Aubrey Shane
Lawrence Ferguson Abe Chernin Nathan Epstein Aubrey Smofsky
Henry Goldberg Solly Chernin Dr. David Guam Saul Gillis
Dr. Leonard Goldberg Joe Chernin Louis Guam Joe Star (KIA)
Dr. Howard Goldberg Ben Cipin Jack Mendelson
Jack Goldman Eddie Cohen Daniel Marcus Inverness, NS
Springhill, NS Nonnie Colien Bernard Mayer Nathan Feinstein (KIA)
Leonard Saffron Philip Cohen Melvin Moraff Samuel Feinstein (KIA)
Lt. Archie Cohen Alfred Nathanson Lt. Jack Levine (KIA)
Saint John, NB Manson Cohen Dr. Irving Perlin Ruth Levine
Milton Bassen Jacab Ein Harold Sadofsky Lt. N/S Edith Levine
Major Frank Boyaner Connie Ein Dave Shennan
Sgt-Major Maurice Elinun FL/Lieut Arron Glustein D.F.C. Dr. David Sherman New Glasgow, NS
Mitchell Franklin Issy Hyiski Dr. Sam Sicgal Nordeau R. Goodman
Mendel Goldberg Lt. Leo Galley Earl Spinner Waldo E. Goodman
Maurice Green Major 1. Roy Gold(U.S. Army) | Jack Yazer _ s/0 Rose Goodiman
Morris Holtzman Hyman Goldman Major Max Morris Harry Berlovitch
David Lublin Phil Goldman Percey P. Gaum F/L Max Samuels (KIA)
Sgt Garfield Meltzer Sol Goldman Nathan Glickman F/O Saul Samuels
William Meltzer Alex Goldman Morris Glickman Sgt Louis Samels
Samuel Smith Nathan Goldnan Seymour Harrison Bandsmnan Samuels
Licut-Col Tanzman Sheikey Goldiman Curdis Karrel(KIA)
Lyman Goldman Louis KO"“f‘f Pictou,NS.
Moncton, NB Ruby Gordon Morris Konick Morris Freeman
T Zev Gordon Dr. Abe Leith
Joe Attis (KIA) e Dr. Wilfred Leith Harry Morton Freeman
JMon-is Gordon ﬁﬁk‘zilg‘;]gtger Maurice Lipton Sgt Victor Freeman (U.S. Army)
e
. al::tigul;‘llx:ns Leo Lighter ll\_ldﬂnson Magonet (KIA) Earl Freeman (R.CEME)
Sgt Cy Stein Harvey Lipkus(U.S. Army) oward Marcus Newfoundland
Hymie Jochelman Ben Lipkus New Waterford, NS RM. Cohen
Issy Lipkus Al Bemick
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YOM HASHOA:!

Dear Members of the Atlantic Jewish Community:

This year we are commemorating the 50th anniversary of the
end of World War 11, the victory of the Alliad Forces, the total
collapse of Nazi Germany, and the liberation of the survivors of
the death camps.

Fifty years ago, in January 1945, with the advance of the
Soviet Army and the Alliad Forces, the Germans, in their fight,
began tohe evacuation and destruction of the biggest death camp,

1995: Attend fthe Program in

Ausclwitz. Jewish immates were removed and marched under
merciless, horrendous conditions of brutality, deprivation, hun-
ger, and extreme cold, on the death Marches to Germany and
Austria. Those wha survived were gathered in special camps for
displaced persons and there Zionist activity flourished to bring
them to Israel.

The year 1995 has not witnessed a change in the climate of
infolerance towards foreigners, which continues to prevail in
Europe and carries with it manifestations of antisemitism. Vio-

- Your Commnnity Beiw

|

5

lence against foreigners has been consistenly accompanied with
violent attacks such as desecration of Jewish graveyards, and
vandalism against Holocaust memorials and concentration
camp-sites. especially disturbing is the growing electoral success
of political parties which declare extreme nationalist, anti-for-
cigner and anti-semitic principles. The far-right in West Europe
in particular, is becoming part of the political establishment.
Another disturbing phenomenon is the world-wide cooperation
between neo-nazi groups, especially in the dissemination of
Holocaust denial material.

As Jews who were doomed to total extinction, it is our duty
today to be vigilant in order to prevent the demons of the past
Jromonce again threatening mankind and civilization. With the
passing of time since World War 11, the menory of the Shoah will
diminish and in future generations it will be necessary to expand
and deepen educational activities in order to keep that memory
alive. NEVER FORGET!

PACGE 16
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JNIF: Partners in progress

The vision of restoring the Jewish people to its ancestral
homeland in Eretz Israel, after nearly 2,000 years of exile,
inspired the founding fathers of the Zionist movement to
establish a fund for replanting Jewish national roots in the land
of Israel.

Zvi Hermann Schapira conceived the idea of Keren
Kayemeth Lelsrael (the Jewish National Fund); Theodor

If your home needs a Blue Box, they’re available for the
asking at the JNF Office, 1515 South Park Street, Suite 305,
Halifax, NS B3H 2L2. Pick yours up today and help with the
greening of Israel.

On a daily basis, you can plant trees for all occasions. An
attractive card is sent to the recipient. To order, call the JNF
office at (902)422-7491.

Herzl brought it into being; Max Bodenheimer

steered it through infancy; and Menachem Us-
sishkin ensured its central role in the Zionist
movement.

The Fund’s pre-state work in land purchase
and reclamation largely determined the borders
of the State of Israel. The creation of the state
itself presented KKL-JNF with unprecedented
opportunities for national development.

The State of Israel belongs to the entire Jewish
people. Every Jew has a stake in its growth and
prosperity and, through JNF, can be a full partner
in the development of the Jewish national home-
land.

turning blue into green

When any one of us thinks of our childhood,
whether we grew up in a large bustling city or

small sleepy town, we can remember one funda- e a business glft
mental presence common to our individual and ° i
separate homes: the JNF Blue Box. an .anmvera.ry
The Blue Box, enduring symbol of the Jewish e a birth or birthday
National Fund, has been a fixture in Jewish .
homes almost from the moment the first vital tree e a bar/bat mitzvah
was planted on Israeli soil. e aget well greeting
We watched as dad reached into his pockets at
the end of each working day to plunk loose e condolences
change into its tinkling interior. We saw mom add e g graduation
to its spoils at the moment before she blessed the 3 )
Shabbat candles. And, every so often, wobbling @ a4 marriage

on tiptoe to reach the counter where it stood, we
would drop in a penny or two, pick up that mys-
terious little Blue Box up and shake it, trying to
gauge just how many more coins would bring its
contents, finally, to the top so that the process
could start all over again.

When we grew up and visited Israel, the far- Trees
off land where all those pennies and nickels, : .
dimes and quarters gleaned from Jewish homes Sefer Bar/Bat Mitzvah Pleace W
around the world were sent, the importance of the Dunams of Land JEWISH NATIONAL FUND
Blue Box was suddenly very clear. We saw be- Sefer Hayeled OF CANADA
fore our eyes mighty forests from little donations Golden Book
grown. Chai 1515 South Park Street, Ste 305
The Blue Box of our youth has had a face lift. Refuah Shelima Halifax, Nova Scotia
It is after all, necessary to keep up with the times. or to participate in B3J 2L2
One of its many purposes remains the same: to JNF’s Role in the Telephone (902) 422-7491

cover the land with trees. And each filled Blue
Box adds a means more of that essential greenery
will make the land bloom.

AND THE LAND OF ISRAEL”

thnough:

Peace Process

“A LINK BETWEEN
THE JEWISH NATION

Fax (902) 425-3722
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Shalom from Jerusalem

Spring is in the air here, and house-
wives have launched the thorough
cleaning and scrubbing job which has
become part of the Pesach ritual all over
the country. In two weeks we will sit
down by the Seder table. Every Jew will
experience that special feeling of unity
which marks this major occasion in the
Jewish calendar.

The Seder is devoted to our history
and heritage, and as such it puts our
everyday concems and preoccupations
into perspective. It does not mean that
they disappear. In Israel, of course, the
main item on the agenda is the peace
process. As you know, the initial eupho-
ria has passed and the many complex
issues have come to the fore. Under-
standably, every terrorist attack has
strong repercussions in public opinion.

The Government of Prime Minister
Rabin is pursuing the process with re-
markable determination. I believe he
still has major support among the peo-
ple, who realize that the pursuit of a
political settlement is difficult and pain-
ful. But the approaching general elec-
tions, to be held next year, will not make
the internal controversy any lighter. The
opposite, of course, it true.

Beyond controversy at Pesach 5755
is what can really make us proud. Israel,
with the help of Jewish communities
around the world, has absorbed more
than 630,000 immigrants in the past five
years. What we were able to do in saving
Jewish lives, bringing them to Israel and
absorbing them into everyday life in this
country - is now a matter of record. How
many countries can point to a similar
record?

As we look to the next several years,
it is clear to those who hear the talk at
the Jewish Agency Building in Jerusa-
lem that Jewish continuity, and the rela-
tionship between Israel and Jewish com-
munities overseas, are becoming the fo-
cus for the future. The two issues are
related. The Jewish Agency will have a
growing role in assuring Jewish continu-
ity through education, the ‘‘Israel Expe-
rience’’ and other programs.

New ways to strengthen the links and
involvement with Israel will have to be
developed. They will be different from
the links of the past. ‘‘Partnership

2000°’, a major new Jewish Agency pro-
ject of regional development in Israel,
points to the way of the future. The
Agency is inviting Diaspora participa-
tion in the process, without linking it
specific fund-raising.

Personally, I would like to tell you
that I will no longer be visiting the At-
lantic region, as I have done during the
past two years as UIA’s Israeli Emis-
sary. After Pesach I will be moving from
the UIA of Canada Jerusalem Office to
another wing of the Jewish Agency
Building, to head the Communications
Department of Keren Hayesod (world
UIA).

by Reuven Rosenfelder

I truly appreciated the opportunity to
work on behalf of Israel and UIA in
Halifax and the Jewish communities in
the Atlantic. It was a very good experi-
ence. I was fortunate to be part of the
wonderful Atlantic mission to Prague
and Israel last October. I met many fine
people and made personal friendships.

I would like to thank Jim Spatz and
Victor Goldberg, who really lead
UIA’s cause in the Atlantic with dedica-
tion and understanding. Thanks to
Larry Freeman and a special note of
appreciation to Jon Goldberg.

Have a wonderful Pesach!

Leave HOME. GO HOME.

1-800-567-ISRAEL

Spend a weekend with an Israeli family. Celebrate Shabbat
in Jerusalem. Make new friends from all over the world.
In Israel. 1t doesn't just feel like home, it is home

Teen Israet Hotline 1-800-567-4772 is sponsored by the Canadian Alliance for
the Israel Experience in associalion with the Israel Governmenl Tourist Office

S SO e

For women only

by Devorah Grafstein

From ancient times Rosh
Chodesh has been a Jewish
women’s celebration. In recent
times it is being revived as a time
of physical and spiritual refresh-
ment for the modern Jewish
woman. (The tradition tells the
husbands to relieve their wives of
work or child care that keeps
them from celebrating the day of
the new moon.) The declaring of

the new moon is the first Mitzvah
given to Israel.

Rosh Chodesh parties are be-
ing held at Beth Israel Synagogue
every new Hebrew month. Come
for a time of spiritual renewal.
Our month of “Iyar” party is
Sunday, April 30.

If you wish to attend, please
RSVP to Devorah Grafstein at
423-7307

Refreshments served.
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Saint Via

ry’s University -

Holocaust Collection

by Edmund Morris

The Patrick Power Library at Saint Mary’s University is
the site of a small but fine Holocaust Collection for ready-use
by students and faculty, to accompany Internet computer and
inter-library loan services available to Library users.

NST
f@?\

Youth-to-Youth TSRAEL SUMMER EXPERIENCE'!
WHY Youth

Group Leader v
Joel Sector -

Picture YourselfA\\Y,,

~To-Youth

The initial collection has been established by an endow-
ment contribution from Herman Newman and a personal
collection of books and documents about the Holocaust, to
which he continues to add, from Edmund Morris.

“Ordinarily, Herman and I would be happy to be anony-
mous, but we think it significant that the impetus for the
collection be seen to have been jointly that of a Jewish survivor
and a Catholic Christian’’, Mr.
Morris said.

*It is not the intention to du-
plicate larger Holocaust collec-
tions at Dalhousie, U.N.B. and
elsewhere. What is desired is to
ensure that all students, faculty
and other Saint Mary’s library
users have immediate access to
a core of informed knowledge
and commentary on one of the
seminal events - - - many would
say the seminal event - - - of our
violent century.

“The important considera-
tion was immediate availability.
The prime purpose is to support
classroom references to the
Holocaust with immediately ac-
cessible library resources.
Where the need is for more de-
tailed scholarship, and where
students’ and others’ interest,
even as scholars in other aca-
demic courses, is encouraged
and expanded by the ready-use
collection, they are able to iden-
tify material anywhere in the

Date
June 28 - July 26, 1995

Fee
$3,995 from all Canadian

departure points
(Scholarship assistance availatie)

For more information
call Elizabeth Sokolsky at
(416) 631-5724

What past participants
had to sa
i

Sponsored by; 530

ISRAEL SUMMER EXPERIENCE?

fi g dS
o ¢ )i 10| e DS W”h

wggk of fun, introspection &
ajoint learning experience

® SPEND SHABBAT with an
Israsli teen and their family

e Share the rewards of designed fo encomposs
particpating in your twinned expgriences not available to
PROJECT RENEWAL COMMUNITY 018t groups

o TOUR THE NEGEV with o FORM FRIENDSHIPS with
lsraeli teens Canadian participants from
Qacross the country

© HELP PRESERVE THE LAND OF
ISRAEL through o meaning-
ful and exciting hands-on e
nvironmental activity

] TRAVEL OFF THE BEATEN PATH
with an itinerary specifically

world through Internet and bor-
row through available inter-li-
brary loans.”

Contributions to the collec-
tion endowment, from which
only earnings will be spent
thereby assuring continuing up-
dating of material, and offers of
useable volumes other than
novels relating to the Holo-
caust, will be appreciated by the
Patrick Power Library, Saint
Mary’s University, Halifax,
Nova Scotia, B3H 3C3 (902)
420-5543, (facsimile) 420-
5561.
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Report from the rock

by Claire Frankel-Salama

Ah, spring! The crocuses are pushing
their tender green shoots through the
snow, the toboggans are being retired to
the basement, and the Passover orders
have arrived! One of our members, a
doctor at the Health Sciences, was taken
aback by a rather strange question posed
by a colleague. It seems that her daugh-
ter was working in the store that supplies
the community with its Passover neces-
sities. She wanted to know how we en-
Jjoyed our 36 bottles or “‘jellyfish’’. Try
as he might, the doctor could not make
the woman understand what “jellied
fish’’ really was. At least it is not as bad
as some of the things we Jews have been
accused of eating at Passover.

Despite the three and a half metres of
snow we have enjoyed this past winter,
the season has been an active one. In
February we had a Hadassah potluck at
Ann Gregory’s during which we said a
formal goodbye to Naomi and Simon
Skoll. Naomi has been extremely active
both in the Synagogue and Hadassah.
Since the departure of Louis Ferman,
Naomi has been writing and organizing
our Holocaust evening. This program is
always well attended by many people
from outside the community. Both
Naomi and Simon have worked tire-
lessly with the Russian refugees on be-
half of JIAS during the past few years.

On February 26th we had the second
in our series of evenings devoted to
“Women’s Studies”. The topic that
evening was ‘‘Yiftah’s daughter”, and
participants included young teenagers
as well as adults.

Efrat Tzadik, our Areva, has been
very busy with Hebrew school and the
Outreach program. She has visited
schools from the Goulds to Paradise
(no, I'm not kidding). She helped us
with our Purim children’s camnival, and
directed two plays that were presented
during the reception following Ernie
Mauskopf’s reading of the Megillah.
Two of our members missed the festivi-
ties as they were in Israel: Judy Wilan-
sky attended a family wedding, and Dr.

Robin McGrath gave a paper on Native
studies at the Hebrew University.

This Saturday we are holding a tea at
the Salama’s in order to say goodbye to
Ryna Levy who is moving to the other
side of Canada. Although we are sorry
to lose her, we congratulate her on her
recent marriage and her soon-to-be-
completed Ph.D.

Our plans for the rest of the spring
include programs for the Holocaust me-
morial and Yom Ha’atzmaut. Karen

Lippold and Steve Wolinetz are busy
arranging for our evening with the presi-
dent of Memorial University, Dr. Art
May. This past fall Dr. May traveled to
Israel as a guest of the Canadian Jewish
Congress, and he is going fo make a
presentation to us.

All of us on the rock wish all readers
of the Shalom a happy and kosher Pe-
sach surrounded by friends and family.
Also, please make sure that the “‘jellied
fish”’ you eat contains absolutely NO
undersized turbot!

Cape Breton
Hadassah-Wizo

by Evelyn Davis

OnNovember21,Dr.Ron MacCor-
mack, Oncologist with the Cape Breton

Inez Schwartz and Mary-Ann Cohen.
Shirley Chernin, Vice-President of the
Cape Breton Council chaired the meet-
ing.

Regional Hospital, captivated his audi-
ence explaining new equipment and
treatments for cancer, available for the
first time in Cape Breton.

Men and women gathered at the
Temple Sons of Israel for the Medical
Services afternoon. Co-convenors were

Dr. MacCormack was introduced by
Mary-Ann Cohen. Sylvia Allen thanked
the speaker for his interesting, lucid ex-
planation of future treatments at the new

facility.

Refreshments were enjoyed by all.
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Report from Fredericton

by Miriam Cohen

On January 23, the Atlantic Jewish Council was included
in a “‘round table” with Sheila Finestone, Minister of Mul-
ticulturalism, to discuss issues pertaining to her field.

Michael Ostroff and Brian Indig visited Fredericton in
early February. They met with a group of high school students
at the home of Marilyn and Seymour Kaufman. The follow-
ing evening they were to meet university students, but no one
showed up except the gentlemen and Mitchell Abrams. The

evening was quite stormy; however, I am not sure if it was well
advertised.

A Purim party is in the offing but it is not known whether
this will become an eventuality.

There has been little or no activity in the community of
Fredericton within the synagogue. Most of the senior members
are now in Florida and those that are not, are unable to get
around. The younger community members stick to their own
inner circles, be they at the work place or at home,

JNF Emissary and Executive
Director visit Fredericton

by Miriam Cohen

On Saturday evening, January 22, 1995, Yehuda Vinitsky,
Jewish National Fund (JNF) Emissary from Israel, and Mark
Mendleson, Executive Director for Ottawa and eastern Can-
ada, were the guests of Miriam and Warren Cohen, Frederic-
ton’s representative for JNF, at a reception at their home.
Those in attendance heard from both Mr. Vinitsky and Mr.

Mendleson on the role of JNF and the importance of its
continued support.

The evening was informal and much needed dialogue
helped fo evaluate INF's role in a changing society. All those
who attended had the opportunity to express their views
openly and the evening turned out to be very beneficial.

Secretary of State for
Mukticulturalism visits
Fredericton

by Miriam Cohen

On Monday, January 23, 1995 Mrs. Sheila Finestone,
Minister of State for Multiculturalism and the Status of
Women was in Fredericton to officiate at the opening of
ceremonies at U.N.B. for their festival of cultural diversity.

Heritage Canada, a federal department which works out of
Moncton, arranged for Mrs. Finestone to meet with commu-
nity leaders and members of many multicultural groups in the
morning of January 23, at a Round Table for an open discus-
sion.

The Jewish community was well represented. Rabbi
David Spiro, spiritual leader of the Sgoolai Israel Synagogue
in Fredericton was in attendance, as was Ivan Levine, as a
Director of the Human Rights Centre, located at Saint Thomas
University, and Miriam Cohen, Fredericton’s representative
on the AJC. Miriam Cohen also was in attendance as an
educator in the New Brunswick school system for the past
twenty seven years.

The round table consisted of twenty five persons from
many walks of life. Bach person was given two to three
minutes to speak on their role or their organizations’ role as a
multicultural group. Mrs. Finestone responded to each and

everyone of the participants. The meeting was to be a two hour
session, but ended up as a three and a half hour session.

It was brought to the attention of the round table by Miriam
Cohen that the Atlantic Jewish Council provides education
programs, cultural programs and general information to all
Jewish interested parties in Atlantic Canada. Their interest in
human rights was also discussed. Mrs. Finestone was most
gracious to her fellow Jewish members of the round table.

As part of the round table it was mentioned many times of
the importance of having someone or a body of people to be
on media watch to counter the letters to the editor in each
newspaper which are racist in nature. This idea was welcomed
by all groups in attendance. The multicultural association of
New Brunswick proposed that they would look after this.

As the meeting broke up it was interesting to hear Mrs.
Finestone ask Miriam Cohen if she got “‘nachas’ from a
former student, who was at the round table and who was the
president of the student council at U.N.B., who made mention
that twelve years ago he was in her class and still remembered
everything about *‘Chanukah”. And yes, Miriam did have
“Nachas”.

The meeting was most enlightening and rewarding for all
who participated. Hopefully the Atlantic Jewish Council will
be asked to participate in all programs related to multicultural
events in the future at this level.
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News from the Valley

by Naomi Honey

Anencouraging and thought provok-
ing meeting for the Valley Jewish Com-
munity took place at Leah & Robin
Horel’s home on March 3. With about
22 adults participating, the group con-
sidered personal views from many peo-
ple and recognized differences between
individuals in levels of religious obser-
vation. Keeping this in mind for future
plans, the community is enthusiastically
planning future gatherings. The next get
together will be the Pesach Seder to be

held at 7:00 p.m. (preparations begin at
5:00 p.m.) Everyone welcome. Please
call Leah Horel to confirm and receive
more information at 679-1202.

The community would like to hold
activities of Jewish interest. Individuals
have expressed interest in such subjects
as Jewish cooking, the Atlantic Jewish
Council and how a small community
like the Valley fits into the programming
and fund raising. Other suggestions in-
clude learning to sing songs in Hebrew,
and discussions such as inter-marriage.

The group is dynamic and energetic
and hopefully our community of Jewish
families will grow in terms of interest
and participation as well as in numbers.
Geraldine Costa and her husband came
all the way from Digby! Many thanks to
Carol Ann Fischel, Leah Horel, Marla
Davis, and Karen Harrison for their
leadership, it is well appreciated.

Remember: Pesach Seder, Kentville
Recreation Centre

Friday, April 14, 7:00 p.m. Sharp!
(preparations will begin at 5:00 p.m.)

The Ada Zebberman Chapter of
Halifax Women's ORT

by Barbara Alberstat

The ORT chapter of Halifax has held meetings each month
during the fall and winter season. We are very pleased that so
many of its members are willing to hold the meetings in their
homes.

Helen Israel has continued for the third year as President,
with an active Executive Board. Helen and Edith Schneider-
man, Board Representative to Canadian ORT have attended
meetings in Montreal and Toronto throughout this time and
have brought back fresh ideas, new scholarship cards and
valuable information.

Many new schools have opened, including ORT schools in
Russia. The need of the ever-increasing enrollment of students

is far outreaching the budget of World ORT and the demands
for more space, more courses is always increasing. The enroll-
ment in 1988 was 195,187 with a budget of $137 million; that
has now grown to 252,656 student enrollment with an in-
creased budget of $258 million.

To help raise funds locally, a Phantom Tea was planned
with Barbara Alberstat as convenor of the project. With the
help of Muriel Jacobson, Edith Schneiderman and Helen
Israel this has proven to be a very well received project and
the projected total of funds raised has been surpassed. Thanks
to all members of ORT and to the community who responded
to enthusiastically. There will be a closing meeting inJune. We
wish all a healthy and happy summer and look forward to

seeing you all in the fall,

Ski weekend - A weekend to remember

by Viva Press

Skiing, snowboarding and schmooz-
ing all made the Atlantic Provinces Jew-
ish Student Federation (APJSF) re-
gional convention and ski weekend a
huge success.

The first annual convention, organ-
ized by Jonathan Mendleson and
Brian Indig, was held at the Howard
Johnson'’s Hotel in Fredericton, New
Brunswick from January 5-8. The par-
ticipants came from schools in Halifax,
Toronto, Ottawa, and Moncton.

“I’s a great way to meet new peo-
ple,” said Steven Indig, a Dalthousie
student. Crabbe Mountain served as the
base for two days of absolute skiing and
snowboarding.

“I’m so-0-o sore!”’ said Roz Allen,a

don at King’s, while recounting her ski
adventures.

Wiping-out was also a major factor
in the ski experience.

“I swear I was going to be split in
two,”” said Shayna Allen, a recreation
management student at Acadia, after de-
scribing her split-eagle tumble down the
slopes.

First-time boarders took lessons in
how to fall.

I was frustrated as hell,”” said Jason
Levitt, a Dalhousie commerce student.
“But it was still fun, [ can’t wait to try it
again.”

When asked if he thought snow-
boarding was for a select group, Levitt
answered “If the rabbi can snowboard,
anyone can do it.”’

At the hotel, participation in
schmoozing was at its best. The hot tub
and pool served as the fish pond, while
the pool table was where the sharks hung
out.

“I don’t need to sink a ball,” said
Seth Bloom, a first-year Dalhousie stu-
dent. “I’ve got the shark(referring to his
partner, Shayna).”’

Shabbat dinner, rappin’vit da Rabbi,
and Havdallah helped bond the group.
“This weekend has been the most fun
I've had with other Jewish people in a
long time,”” said Aaron Bates, a student
from Moncton. Overall the weekend
was enjoyed by all.

“It was very enlightening,” said
Kristen Eckland, a third-year Dal-
housie student ‘' introspected.”
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Canadian coalition of
Jewish women for the Get

by Mary Kanner

Forty women from across Canada met
in early March at Camp B’nai Brith
in the Laurentians for a Get Education
Retreat, Representing the Coalition of
Jewish Women for the Get (a member of
ICAR, the International Coalition for
Aguna Rights) as delegates from nine
Jewish women’s organizations, they
learned more about agunot and get
abuse; about what has been done and
what needs to be done. The weekend
was made possible by grants from the
Multiculturalism programs of the De-
partment of Canadian Heritage, the Jew-
ish Community Foundation of Greater
Montreal and a private foundation.

The get is a Jewish religious divorce,
and a woman whose husband has left her
without granting her one is an aguna or
chained woman. The husband has the
power to refuse to give the gef, and she

has the right to not accept it, but he can
get around it and remarry, while she
cannotDunless she sacrifices her relig-
jous beliefs and her future children’s
right to marry as Jews.

Far too many men are using the
power to refuse the gef as a tool of
spousal abuse. Some simply refuse to
grant it, either to keep herin the marriage
or to punish her for leaving, while others
use it as a tool for extortion-demanding
hundreds of thousands of dollars in ex-
change for the get, going after her share
of joint assets, or using it to gain cus-
tody of the children.

We all want to believe that it can’t
happen in our community. It happens
somewhere else. We want to believe it
doesn’t happen to nice women, espe-
cially to nice Jewish women married to
nice Jewish men, but it does. There are
things that we can do:

1. In Canada, the divorce law has
been changed. Section 21.1 provides
that a civil divorce cannot be granted if
the get remains unsettled. Unfortu-
nately, if she doesn’t ask, she doesn’t
get, so women, their families and
friends, family law practitioners, judges,
and rabbis need to know the law and
how to apply it.

2. Congregations can adopt by-laws
so that a man who refuses to give the get
can be rejected as a member or lose his
membership privileges. He can be de-
nied the privilege of an aliya, of reading
Torah, etc.

3. Rabbis can require couples to sign
a prenuptial agreement that should the
marriage end, they will both agree to the
get.

4. The Coalition has funds to estab-
lish a telephone line so that women can
feel safe to ask for information and for
help.
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Camp Kadimah - from the
Director’s chair

camp maybe directed to her (422-7491)  are counting down the days until the start
Wishing all a happy Passoverand we  of our summer session. Shalom

by Sheldon Cohen

In just about twelve weeks
the buses will be rolling into the
friendly confines of Camp
Kadimah to begin another won-
derful summer. The 1995 sea- - HT
son is shaping up to be another
banner year. The beautiful new
cultural building has been com-
pleted as well as a large cabin on
the Machar side. Registration is
at an all time high and we are

] July 2 - August 13, 1995
For children 8-=12

¢ & anio

anticipating our biggest enroll-
ment to date. Many new excilt-
ing programs are awaiting us
all.

At this point I want to intro-
duce some of our head staff and
specialists for the coming sum-
mer: Assistant Director/CIT
Advisor, Michael Soberman;
Program Director, Matt Co-
hen; Waterfront Director,
Penny Dankner; Assistant
Waterfront Director, Anne
Raskin; Administrator/Driver,
Michael Druckman; Giborim
section heads, Adrien Adler,
Jennifer Miller. Goshrim sec-
tion head, Brian Indig; Kochot
section head, Michael Rinzler;
Rosh Machar, Michael Os-
troff; Head of scouting, Joey
Yazer; Head of tripping, Rob
Matlow; Sporting assistant, Ja-
son Jacobson; Bama Director,
Morris Glazman; Song and
dance specialists, Stacey Win-
tre, Heather Devlin.

This summer, fifteen ma-
drichim (many from last year’s
C.L.T. program) will be partici-
pating in a Kadimah-Israel pro-
gram. After five weeks inIsrael,
they will return to Kadimah for
one week to share their experi-
ence with us.

Penny Dankner will be
working in the camp office May
and June in preparation for the
summer. Information about

FEADIREAS

T |
s

Gy R

Summer Address:
Lake William,
Barss Corner

BOR 1A0
{902) 644-2313

Winter Address:
1515 South Park Street
| Suite 305
| Halifax,N.S.
{ B3J2L2
| (902) 422-7491
| Fax (902) 425-3722

Lunenburg County, N.S.
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Hebrew University - looking for

by Joel Jacobson

It was more than eight years since the
executive director of the Canadian
Friends of Hebrew University had been
in Halifax.

But Yoel Nesson, midway through
his three-year term in that post, found an
enthusiastic group of former Hebrew
University students and interested citi-
zens in the Nova Scotia capital ready to
hear what the school has been, and will
be, doing.

““My purpose was to re-establish ties
and let the people know Hebrew Univer-
sity is alive and well,” said Nessoninan
interview.

In addition, Michael Litvack, aca-
demic affairs coordinator in Canada for
the university, visited Dalhousie,
Acadia and Mount Allison universities
during the four day whirlwind tour
through the Maritimes, talking to current
students about spending a year at the
Rothberg School for Overseas Students
and to faculty about the curmriculum at
Hebrew University and the credits Ca-
nadian students can earn there.

“QOur reputation is such that the invi-

Dr.

students

tation to come to Mount Allison came
from Carla Neubould, wife of the
president (Dr. Ian Neubould). Both
visited there last summer as part of a
Canadian Jewish Congress tour with
other Canadian university presidents,”
said Nesson.

Nesson stressed that Hebrew Univer-
sity is very involved in the Mid-East
peace process. ‘‘The government has
used our political science and geography
departments as a think tank to prepare
academic position papers. For example,
we have often been commissioned to
help draw theoretical borders regarding
water rights so the government will
know its options in negotiating.”

Of course, he said, the university is
an apolitical and non-partisan institution
dealing in research and applied research
and never makes statements.

One of the mandates of Hebrew Uni-
versity, said Nesson, is to promote Jew-
ish culture. ““Israel is concemned with its
own continuity. Some Israelis think
speaking Hebrew and celebrating the
holidays is all the continuity they need.
But there is more, much more, and Is-
raelis struggle to deal with it.

““Israel is no longer the magic pull for
Jewish identification for those from the
diaspora. But if we can take a high
school student and put him or her
through an Israel experience, discussing
issues with kids their own age, that
young person will retum home changed.

“You can’t just breath Israelis airand
said ‘I’'m Jewish’,”’ he said.

Hebrew University, celebrating its
70th year this year, has 22,000 students
spread over three Jerusalem campuses
and at the School of Agriculture in Re-
hovot, plus another 5,000 registered as
foreign or new immigrant students.

Nesson, who made aliyah in 1969,
started his university program at Boston
University but “went on the one-year
program to Hebrew University and lost
the return portion of my ticket,” he
laughed.

He received his bachelor’s degree
from BU with HU credits and then
earned a Masters in Contemporary
Jewry and Jewish Education at Hebrew
University. He worked and taught at the
school for many years until accepting
the Canadian posting.

Myer Mendelson, former area

psychiatrist dies in Pennsylvania

Dr. Myer Mendelson, 74, a retired professor of clinical
psychiatry at the University of Pennsylvania died at his home
in Wynnewood, PA, a suburb of Philadelphia, on December
25, 1994.

Dr. Mendelson came to Canada from Lithuania as an infant
with his parents in 1921, and settled in Moncton, NB, where
he grew up. He attended Dalhousie University in Halifax
where he eamed a B.A.,B.Sc.and M.D. Following graduation,
Dr. Mendelson did post-graduate training in psychiatry in
Halifax, at the Allen Memorial in Montreal and Johns Hopkins
Hospital in Baltimore. He then returned to Halifax where he
was on staff at the Nova Scotia Hospital in Dartmouth, NS.

In 1958 he accepted an invitation to join the Department of
Psychiatry at the University of Pennsylvania where he was
occupied in teaching, consulting, research and in building and
maintaining a private practice. He became a full professor in
1972 and during this tenure, he was also the senior attending
physician at the Institute of Pennsylvania Hospital and widely

recognized as a clinical teacher of resident physicians and
medical students. He retired from his practice in 1992.

Dr. Mendelson’s main psychiatric interest was depression
and inaddition to authoring a standard text book on the subject,
Psychoanalytic Concepts of Depression, he was a prolific
writer of papers on his subject over a period of four decades.
He helped develop the Beck Depression Inventory into a
standard instrument for measuring depression and an instru-
ment particularly useful as a diagnostic and therapeutic tool
for treating children with mental disorders.

His work also focused on manic depressive illness, obesity
and theoretical models in psychoanalysis.

Dr. Mendelson was a member of the Royal College of
Physicians and Surgeons of Canada and the American Psychi-
atric Association.

He is survived by his wife of 38 years, Margaret Jean
(Peggy) Algie Mendelson, a daughter, Dr. Sarah Mendel-
son, a brother, Dr, Morris Mendelson, of Swarthmore, PA,
a sister, Ann (Mrs. Jayson) Greenblatt of Halifax.
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Atlantic Provinces Jewish
Student Federation
APJSF

by Brian Indig, President

On January 5-8, 1995 the Atlantic Provinces Jewish Stu-
dent Federation (APJSF) went on their Absolute Skiing
Trip to Fredericton, New Brunswick. Thirty students attended
this program and it was a major success. On Friday, students
enjoyed a full day of skiing, a Shabbat dinner, and then a
Shabbat program. On Saturday some students went skiing
while others observed the Sabbath. In the evening students had
another cultural program and then a free evening. All of the
food was catered by Janet Casey and we thank her for her
work and devotion. The purpose of this trip was to have
students meet other students from other campuses and this
goal was achieved because students attended from Acadia,
Dalhousie, Kings, Moncton, Toronto, and Ottawa. Special
thanks to Jon Mendleson for all his devotion and time towards
this program.

OnJanuary 16, Michael Ostroff and I visited Monctonand
Mount Allison University to visit with APJSF members.
Thank youto Dr. Barrie and Evie Carnat for their hospitality.
At Mount Allison I met with eight students and we had a party
consisting of food and drinks. Rabbi Ellis joined us from
Moncton. Students at Mount A were interested in our pro-
grams and will have a program in early April. On January 31,
six students attended the Anguish to Hope information session
with Mr. Eli Rubenstein. Deli and drinks were served.
Amanda Kelman, Brian Indig, Erin Sperling, and Roselyn
Allen will attend this trip to Israel, Poland, Czech Republic
and Jordan in May.

The Atlantic Jewish Council requires a

PROGRAMMER

As of July 1995, located in Hallfax. NS, with trave throughout
the Atlantic provinces on a periodié hasis. The suaessﬁll applicant
will report to the ExecufiveDiréctér; = &

Responsibilities: YOUTH PR anamum, CAMPUS LIAI-
SON AND PROGRAM;
STAFF AJC ISRAEL DESK,

Salary commensarate

access to automobhile

resume, and the names of twi: rd'ermces Reply in confidence to:

On February 6, Michael Ostroff and I visited UNB and met
with students to inform them what APJSF can do for them.,
Mitch Abrams was elected the UNB representative for
APISF on campus. Mitch thank you for your hospitality.
Michael and I also visited Moncton and Saint John.

On February 10, 36 students attended a Shabbat dinner at
the Beth Israel Synagogue. Students had a traditional Shabbat
dinner consisting of soup, salad, challah, chicken, potatoes,
baby carrots, wine and brownies. The food was catered by
Janet Casey. Special guests at the dinner were Mr. and Mrs.
Larry Freeman. The next day 10 students went bowling and
had a fun time.

On March 4 & 5 I attended the Executive meeting of the
Atlantic Jewish Council and all members of the Executive
were pleased with the activities APJSF provided students with
this year. On March 5, 30 students attended a Jewish Gender
Issue Symposium and a bagel brunch. Guest speakers were
Rabbi Pamela Hoftman and Mrs. Devorah Grafstein. Erin
Sperling, Jon Mendleson, Jodi Lassner, and Jane Shkolnik
were presented with medals at this program in appreciation for
all of their work and devotion towards APJSF during the year.
At this program we held elections for next year and the
following people were elected to the Executive of APJSF for
1995/96:

President: Brian Indig, Vice President: Mitch Abrams,
Secretary: Erin Sperling, Treasurer: Michael Hollinger, Ex-
ecutive Member from Network: Jane Shkolnik, Executive
Members: Ann Raskin, and Viva Press.

15 Students attended the Megillah reading for Purim at the
Beth Israel Synagogue. On March 18, 33 people attended the
Purim party at the Dalhousie SUB. Purim music was played
and students made their own greggers and were provided with
food and Hamantaschen.

On March 24, Erin Sperling, Brian Indig, Jane Shkolnik,
Jon Mendleson, Jodi Lassner, and Steven Indig attended the
Dalhousie Student Union Student Appreciation Night. Erin
Sperling was presented with an award for being society mem-
ber of the year.

This year has been a major success for the Atlantic Prov-
inces Jewish Student Federation and I would like to thank
my Executive, Jon Goldberg, Gali Brock, and Jon Mendle-
son for all you have done. For our students in New Brunswick
next year Mitch Abrams will be visiting your campus often
and you will have more programs then you have ever had
before. Congratulations to all new Executive members for
being elected. I want to wish you all a great summer and look
forward to seeing you all again in the fall, Feel the heat, it’s
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Community doctor retires

by Joel Jacobson

Forty-six years after starting his gynecological and obstet-
rics practice in Halifax, Irving Perlin has retired quietly, as in
his nature.

But many of his patients, and he has delivered close to
10,000 Nova Scotians in his long career, won’t allow his
retirement to remove him from their thoughts and affections.
They have started an Irving Perlin Scholarship to promote
research and education in obstetrics.

“I’m honored they
would think to do this, he
said, adding he stipulated no
canvass of patients be made.
1 think they’re promoting
this through the media. I just
don’t want people put on the
spot,” he said with a mod-
esty his patients and peers
have observed through the
years. *'I did the job I was
supposed to do and don’t
feel people should be obli-
gated.”

Being a caring doctor
wasn’t Perlin’s only forte.
Like every Jewish boy
raised in Cape Breton from
the early 1920s through the
mid-1960s, Perlin learned
Hebrew, the order of Shab-
bat and holiday services and
the cantorial trop from
Rabbi Issac Kenner. He
became part-time cantor of
Shaar Shalom Synagogue in
Halifax when the congrega-
tion formed in 1954 and, still
blessed with a fine tenor
voice, continues to hold that
part-time position.

But he is better known to
the wider Halifax-Dart-
mouth community as a man who has devoted his life to
bringing children into this world.

Bom in 1920, Perlin said he wanted to go into medicine
from the time he was a teenager at Sydney Academy, because
he knew there were opportunities in the medical field. The son
of a peddler who came to Sydney from Eastern Europe prior
to World War I and later opened a corner grocery-confection-
ery store, Perlin graduated from Dalhousie University medical
school in 1943.

He served two years overseas in World War II, came home
thinking orthopedics might be his field after dealing constantly

with casts and wound work, but quickly turned back to his first
love, obstetrics and gynecology. He did two years residency
and was certified in 1949. “In the first few years, I practiced
alone so took no holidays at all. Later on, I would trade time
with other doctors and more recently, was part of a group
practice where other doctors were there to cover.”

Since his early days in practice, Perlin has always lived in
Halifax’s south end. ““I wanted to be close to the Grace
(Matemity Hospital) and can recall many occasions walking
through snow storms to get
to the hospital.”

One of his more intrigu-
ing deliveries occurred when
he arrived on a hospital ele-
vator and a patient, not his,
started to give birth. **It must
have looked odd to see me on
my knees when the elevator
door opened,” he laughed.

On another occasion, he
climbed to the top floor of a
multi-story apartment build-
ing and delivered the first
boy to a family of 12 girs.
“It was a very exciting time
for everyone,”” he said. Most
of his deliveries, however,
he considers routine, al-
though he understands the
pain and discomfort a
woman experiences is not
routine.

“An obstetrician has to
be a caring individual, one
who recognizes the other
person’s feelings as much as
possible,” he said. ‘“He or
she has to know the subject
as well as possible to utilize
all the information available,
and of course, has to be ac-
cessible to the patient at all
times.”

And, he said ‘“‘you have to have an understanding and
supportive wife. I couldn’t have been away from home as
much without (his wife) Freida there to look after things.”

Technology has changed since Perlin started practicing 46
years ago. Labor has been eased somewhat with the use of
epidurals to bring more comfort to the soon-to-be mother.
Ultra sound and better diagnostic methods are also a plus.

“But one thing hasn’t changed is that babies still come out
the same way they used to,” he smiled.
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Cantor concert in aid of Jewish
famiily services fund

by Leo Weniger

The Three Cantors Concert will be presented at Beth Israel
Synagogue, Halifax, at 7:30 pm, Thursday, May 4, 1995, Yom
Ha'atzmaut, presented by the Jewish Mens' Club of Halifax
and the Atlantic Jewish Council as part of Ismel Independence
Day celebrations. All net proceeds from this concert will go to
the Metro Jewish Family Services Fund which donates money
to Jewish families and individuals who have emergency and
short term needs.

Three cantors, each with a wealth of concert experience,
will be performing at this event. Cantor Stuart Friedman,
who recently came to the Beth Israel Synagogue, was pre-
viously cantor at Congregation B'nai David in Detroit, Michi-
gan. Cantor Arie Subar, originally from Israel, is Cantor at
Beth Ora Synagogue in Montreal and has been Cantor at
synagogues in Israel and Montreal. His brother, Cantor Yair
Subar, is cantor at Beth Tikvah Synagogue in Montreal and
has been cantor in Tel Aviv and South Africa. An exiting
evening of song in Hebrew, Yiddish and other languages is
anticipated. The Cantors will be singing solos, duets and trios
for the audience’s enjoyment.

This event will be a fund-raiser for an important cause in
our community. With the downturn in our economy and with
the increase in family breakdowns, there is an increasing
requirement to help Jews in need in cur community.

There are three ways that you can assist with this event.

Most important is to show your support by attending. Tickets
are very reasonable for professional entertainment of this
calibre, adults $10 and students $7.

Special seating is available with the added incentive of a

tax receipt:

Friend: $18, receive tax receipt ($8) and acknow-
ledgment in program

Donor: $36, tax receipt ($26), program acknow-

ledgment, and preferred seating

Sponsor : $54, tax receipt ($44), program acknow-
ledgment, preferred seating

Patron :  $100+tax receipt ($90-), program acknow-
ledgment, front row seating

Businesses can support this concert by buying program ads.
A program giving information about the Cantors, the fund,and
the music to be performed will be produced. This is your
opportunity to get your message to the Jewish community. Ads
and/or donations can be obtained as follows:
$65 - quarter page $120 - half page
$175 - three quarter page  $200+ - full page

Half page, and three quarter page ads will receive two
tickets. Full page ads will receive two preferred tickets.

For more information about the size of ads, deadlines and
tickets, please call Leo Weniger at 425-3392.

Please help make this event a success. Tickets will be
available at the AJC office (902) 422-7491, fax (902) 425-
3722, or synagogues.

THREE CANTORS CONCERT

1.0 Please send

adult tickets @ $10

student tickets @ $7

Cheque payable to JIMCOH-Concert enclosed:
2.0 Please send

Total:
Friend tickets @ $18

Donor tickets @ $36

Sponsor tickets @ $54

Patron tickets @ $ (over $100)

Cheque payable to AJC Charities - Family Services Fund, enclosed:

Total:

Please send information about program ads

Please send other information (specify)

I can offer assistance in some other way (specify)

Phone number:
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The Gift of Israel

Bar/Bat Miitzvah Registry

An extraordinary opportunity for
vour family and for your child

by Myra Freeman

As our children grow, we wonder how we can help them
to take the mext steps on the path to becoming responsible
young adults and members of the Jewish community.

One way is to provide experiences that stimulate, that
challenge, that teach our children something new about the
world, about their Jewish heri-
tage, and about themselves.

No experience accomplishes
this as well as a trip to Ismel. In
the words of one teenager,
*“There is something about Ismael
that just made me feel good about
myself, about my history, and
even my own abilities.”

Take the first step

Your child may be a few years
away from participating in an or-
ganized Israel trip, but such a trip
takes thought and preparation.
Now is the time to start planning
for this next important milestone
in your child’s Jewish life.

To help you pave the road to
Israel for your young teenager,
your synagogue, Atlantic Jewish
Council and the United Isracl Appeal of Canada have joined
together to create The Gift of Israel Bar/Bat Mitzvah Registry.

The gift of a lifetime

More than 40 organized trips take North American teens to
Israel. Each program combines fun, excitement, and learning
in its own special way. On an Israel trip, your child can:

-snorkel among the Red Sea’s vibrant coral reefs

-climb the fortress of Masada at sunrise.

-trek on camel back across the Negev desert

-hunt ancient treasures at an archeological dig

-make lasting fn'endships

-develop self-esteem and confidence

Most of all, as your child explores the richness of Israel,
he/she will forge a personal bond with the land, the history,
and the culture of the Jewish people. The Israel experience will
become an enduring part of your child’s life.

The Gift of Israel program eases your preparation for this
landmark event. It lets you open a special interest-bearing

The Gift of Israel

An Extraordinary Opportunity for Your Child

savings account in your child’s name. Your family and friends
can contribute to the account as birthday, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, or
other gifts. Even better, the Atlantic Jewish Council, United
Israel Appeal of Canada, and in some cases, your synagogue
will also make a contribution towards your child’s trip.

The rewards begin today!

To a parent, the Gift of Israel offers a valuable savings
program. But to the child, the
Gift of Israel is a passport to
years of excitement. Upon
enrolling, every child begins
receiving exclusive newslet-
ters, maps, books, letters and
other gifts. Through these
educational and informative
gifts, your child will not only
discover more about the land
he/she is about to visit, but
will joina growing ‘‘club’’ of
other youngsters in your
community and across Can-
ada who share that great goal
of an Israel experience. Your
child’s enthusiasm will soar
as the adventure approaches.

The Gift of Israel Bar/Bat
Mitzvah Registry is a perfect
way to invest in your child’s future and reduce the cost of an
Israel trip.

Find out more

Discover how the Gift of Israel Bar/Bat Mitzvah Registry
can help make it easy for you to give your child the magical
experience of Israel. For more information on the experience
of a lifetime contact your local representative on the Atlantic
Jewish Council:

Halifax, NS - Kathy Zilbert (902) 422-3886

Valley, NS - Naomi Honey (902) 678-6852

Cape Breton, NS - Sylvia Allen (902)862-2385

Moncton, NB- Evie Camat (506) 386-5099

Fredericton, NB - Miriam Cohen (506) 459-5832

Saint John, NB - Janet Holtzman (506) 658-1107

Prince Edward Island - Rosalie Simeone (902) 672-2075

Newfoundland - Claire Salama (709) 753-8660

or call Gift of Israel, Atlantic Jewish Council office (902)
422-7491
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s aur children grow, we wonder how we can
help them take the next steps on the path to
becaming responsible young adults

and members of the Jewish com-

munity.

One way is to provide
experiences that stimulate,
that challenge, that feach
our children something
new about the world,
about their Jewish her-
itage. and about them-
selves.

No experience accomplishes this as well as a trip
to Israel. In the words of one teenager. "There is
something about Israel that just made me feel
good about myself, about my history, and even
my own abilities.”

Your child may be a few years away from partici-
pating in an organized Israel trip. But such a trip
takes thought and preparation. Now is the time fo
start planning for this next important milestone in
your child’s Jewish life.
To help you pave the road to Israel for
your young feenager, your synagogue.
Federation, and the Unlted Israel
Appeal of Canada have joined
together to create two remark-
gble programs: The Gift of
Israel Savings Plan and The
Gift of Israel Bar/Bat
Mitzvah Registry.

More than 40 organized
trips take North
American teens
to Israel. Each
program com-
bines fun, excitement, and learning in its own spe-
cial way. On an Israel trip, your child can:
¢ snorkel among the Red Sea's vibrant coral reefs
o climb the fortress of Masada at sunrise
o trek on camelback across the Negev desert
e hunt ancient treasures at an archaeological dig
* make lasting friendships
e develop self-esteem and confidence

Most of all, as your child explores the richness of
Israel, he/she will forge a personal bond with the
land, the history, and the culture of the
Jewish people. The Israel Experience
will become an enduring part of
your child’s life.
The Gift of Israel pro-
grams ease your
preparation for this land-
mark event. They let you
open a special interest-
bearing savings
account in your
child’s name. Your
family and friends can contribute to the account as
birthday, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, or other gifts. Even better,
your Federation, United Israel Appeal of Canada,
and, in some cases, your synagogue will also make
a contribution towards your child’s trip.

To a parent, the Giff of Israel offers
valuable savings programs. But fo the
child, the Gifi of israel is a passpori fo
years of excitement. Upon enroll-
ment, every chlld begins receiving
exclusive newsletters, maps. books.
letters and other gifts. Through these
educational and informative gifts,
your child will not only discover more
about the land he/she is about to visit,
but will join a growing “club” of other
youngsters in your community and
across Canada who share that great
goal of an Israel Experience. Your
child’s enthusiasm will soar as the
adventure approaches.
The Gift of Israel is a perfect way to invest in your
child’s future and reduce the cost of an
lsrael trip.

Discover how The Gift of
Israel can help make it easy
for you to give your child the
magical experience of Israel.

This program sponsored by the CRB Foundation In co-operation with the UIA of Canada and the AJC.
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